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a new and exciting time in your life

where endless opportunities and
pathways are yours to discover.

Throughout this journey, caring
teachers and supportive school

administrators will work with you
to help maximize your potential and

fulfill your aspirations.

As a secondary school student,
you will have important choices
to make that will open doors
for your future. You will also

be given oppertunities to gain
hands-on experience and
explore careers of interest.

This guide will also be of benefit

to parents/guardians, our partners

in the learning process. Parental/
guardian involvement improves

student achievement and we thank
parents/guardians for supporting

their children as they make the
transition into secondary school.

Enjoy the journey!

Highlands, we are committed
ery opportunity

TERMS

DEFINITIONS

Students must complete 40 community
service hours, at any time in secondary
school, as part of their Ontario
Secondary School Diploma (OSSD)
requirements.

This is a specific course students must
take that fulfills part of the Ontario
Secondary School Diploma (OSSD)

. requirements.

This six-character code describes
the subject, grade level and stream
or destination of a secondary school
course.

A credit value of 1.0 is granted upon
successfully completing a 110- hour
course with a minimum of 50%.

Students will be asked to complete a
course culminating activity, which is
a major project for each course. There
are a variety of assessment practices
that teachers may use to address the

Literacy Test

The literacy test is written in Grade
10. A student must pass the literacy
requirement to earn the OSSD. The
purpose of this test is to ensure that )

invididual learning styles of all students.

based on the curriculu

in Grade 9 applied and academic
grams. All students in these programs
are required to participate.

Students may write an exam, which
tests their knowledge on the entire
course work, at or near the end of the
semester.

Students will select 12 courses that are
of specific interest to them and which
will count towards the 30 credit OSSD
requirement.

The Ontario Secondary School Diploma
is granted after fulfilling all the
necessary credit, literacy and
community service hour requirements.

This is a specific course students must
successfully complete before taking
another course at the next grade level.

The school year is dividied into two 90
day semesters. A student will take four
courses in each semester.

Secondary schools have staff and
programs in place to support anc
improve student learning.

A timetable outlir
course,
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U:'(JQD‘T' Q What do | need fo
A _A i -
A COURSE CODE

These letters identify the subject. Courses use a Six_character
Subject codes: The first letter in the course code a q .
course code for identifcation.

Ontario Secondary School Diploma  Ontario Secondary School Diploma

ien?;ces the course’s department area. The OSSD is the diploma that students work 18 Compulsory Credits
B=_ . :;isness The first five characters of the towards achieving in high school. Every Credits Required
C= Canadian and World Studies course code are set out by the secondary school student must successfully English (1 per grade) .
E= English Ministry of Education. The sixth complete the following requirements: Ma%h (at lefst lgin Grades 11 or 12) N
F= French character is used by school boards o 30 credits - 18 compulsory and 12 optional Science )
G= Guidance and Career Education to identif ific characteristi « Ontario Secondary School Literacy Requirement j
H= Humanities and Social Sciences O Ly P e e . Y . y French(Grade 9) 1
L= International Languages of the course, for example, Co- b e S Canadian Geography(Grade 9) 1
M= Matbematics ' operative Education. Canadian History (Grade 10) 1
e o What you should know... The Arts 1
T= Technology How do I earn a credit? H'ea%lth and PhYSical Education 1
This number identifies the grade: You must earn a final grade of 50% or SIVICS (((}(r}adz 1(1)0) 82
;: graje ? 0 4312 graje E , more in a course to earn a credit. A .
= Grade = Grade /N
This letter identifies the course type for ' How many credits can I earn each year?
o, / . _ , Group 1 - Choose one from...
T . - Locally Developed M= Mixed The table below outlines a typical student’s Ao
P= Applied O= Open credits and credit totals year by year. i o -t_anguzgse i
umanities and Social Sciences
Tllllis sctho?lgdentiﬁer is used to distinguish course Canadian and e I RS
cnaracteristics. ° 9
e imon M= Male Credits 3 g g 6-8 Guidance and Career Education
code F= Female Co-operative Education*
A T' m -I- bI Totals 8 16 24 30-32 Group 2 - Choose one from...
I e G e Additional Health and Physical Education
Semester 1: September - January What will happen if I fail the literacy test? gdgfezgal BN
usi
. You will be given opportunities to repeat the test or o - o
i -operative Education
mesiod T Rarl i take the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course
9:00 am English English — Course Credit in its place. Gr oup 3 - Choose one from...
! to 10:15am Stpdents take 4 cedits Additional Science (Grades 11 or 12)
in each semester. When can I start to earn my 40 hours of
10:25 am . ; Technology (Grades 9-12)
5 . .1 R ey b |_Course Code community service? Co-operative Education*
i and Section o After graduating from grade 8 . _ . .
: . ) *Note: A maximum of two Co-operative Educational credits
Lunch 11:45 am to 12:25pm Course and specific class «Community service hours must not be scheduled b d to fulfill 1 ; e @
durlng Class tlme ia; @ ;lse O Iu compulisory requlrements under Group
12:30 pm A ,2or 3.
3 : Ly .
0 LASPM |\ e ey | Teacher’s Name What happens if I fail a course? : ,
1:55 pm You need to meet with your Guidance counsellor ~ Optional Credits 12
4 to 3:10 pm or Student Success teacher to learn about the Literacv Requirements
|215 105—7~Room Number following options that might be available to you: yoed

» Repeating the course the next semester.
o Completing the course at Summer School.
« Recovering the credit in Credit Recovery.

Ontario Secondary School Literacy
Test Taken in Grade 10

Community Service Hours Requirements
40 Hour completed over 4 years



"/ \/ According to the Ministry of Education, the following students may
be considered at risk of not being successful in their courses, which can neip st
significantly reduces their chances of graduating:

, Applied, or Locally Developed

Secondary schools have a

1 will be asked to select a course type for Grade variety of pro.grams and
9 compulsory courses (English, French, Geography, resources available to students
Math and Science). Read the information below to to ensure their success:
get a better idea of what course type is best for you. « Homework websites posted by
If you are uncertain, get help from your teacher individual teachers for students to
or the Guidance department. They will be able to access daily homework assignments
advise you and due dates

o Additional one-on-one assistance
Course TYPCS: from classroom teachers

Academic “D” Is there somewhere or someone I can » Summer School Programs
+ Credit Recovery Programs

Students will learn the essential concepts of a subject and o to for help if I have questions about D ° d k
explore related materials. Emphasis will be on theory and 8 1 P » 1 1 you nOW? Stufient Success Teacher support
abstract thinking as a basis for future learning. Students course selection? « Students who fail one course in Grade 9 significantly Guidance Counsellor support
should be working consistently at or above Level 2+, 3 or 4 Yes. Your classroom teacher can assist you with Attendance Counsellor support

decrease their chances of graduating. . -
in Grade 8. Students should be independent learners with selecting courses. You can also attend our secondary BRI 1 thrce or more daysia month are WScl):lal and Child and Youth
orkers

learning skills at the “good to “excellent” level. school information evenings for assistance or call the considered at risk of not being successful.
Applied “P” school for more information. Don't forget that your
Students will learn the essential concepts of a subject. parents/guardians will also be helpful in providing

IR o the practical and har_lds_on gRE lications  advice and assisting you with your planning. Find out what is available to you and your child to ensure success in secondary school.
of the concepts. Students should be working consistently

at Level 1+, 2- or 2 in Grade 8. Students are generally less Do all the courses I select have to be S e ced:

independent learners and require greater teacher direction ~ the same- academic, applied or locally 1. Co-operative Education- 4. Specialist High Skills Major ~ Grade 8 to Grade 9 Transition-
and instruction. develop ed? The Co-operative Education Program (SHSM) - The Specialist High Skills Elementary and secondary teachers
Developed Courses “I’ integrates classroom theory with practical ~ Major (SHSM) is a Ministry of Education work together to ease the transition,
earn the most essential concepts of a subject. N(.’- You are encouraged to. t'al.<e the one that best experience. Students divide their time approved program that allows students  through special information nights
B L L insesifor studentswith 5‘11'[.3 your needs and/or abilities. You can select a between the school and the workplace. This  to focus their learning on a specific for students/parents, transition
ents should be working consistently variety of courses. opportunity is offered to Grade 11 and 12s.  economic sector while meeting the activities in secondary school

pectations from a lower South East Grey Community 2. Ontario Youth Apprenticeship requiremffnts of the Ontario Secondary ~ more dialogl}e bethen
nand instruction  {yealth Ce Program (OYAP) - This Co-operative School Diploma (OSSD). SHSMs both panels, increase
- g ntr E Education Program gives senior assist students in their transition from  learning to sha
students an opportunity to begin a sec.or.ldary school to.appr.enticeship Improved
career in a skilled trade while attending training, collegmem or the




Six important learning skills

PARENTS 4 necessary for student success
STUDENTS

erall academic success.

Fulfills responsibilities and Accepts various roles and an
commitments within the learning equitable share of work in a group (
environment

Responds positively to the ideas,
Completes and submits class opinions, values and traditions of
work, homework and assignments others

according to agreed-upon timelines

Builds healthy peer-to-peer relationships
Takes responsibility for and through personal and media-assisted
manages own behaviour interactions

Shares information, resources and
expertise and promotes critical thinking

Devises and follows a plan and to solve problems and make decisions
process for completing work and

tasks

N Establishes priorities and manages ~ Looks for and acts on new ideas and

— time to complete tasks and achieve opportunities for learning
_, goals

MAKE

Demonstrates the capacity for

A Identifies, gathers, evaluates and innovations and a willingness to take risks
\@ER uses inforpation fecigio et Demonstrates curiosity and interest in
AWESOME» resources to complete tasks Y

learning

Approaches new tasks with a positive

Sets own individual goals and attitude
monitors progress towards Recognizes and advocates appropriately
achieving them for the rights of self and others

Seeks clarification or assistance
m Beawa ’ when needed

four teachers per Monitors, assesses and revises plans

(e cflects critically independently to complete tasks and
on own strengths, needs and
meet goals

interests -

Uses class time appropriately to

m Know who to turn to for answ
students includes: |
« Student Success Teachers ; Identifies learning opportunities,
« Guidance Counsellors ‘
o Special Education Teachers
« Vice-Principals and Principals




ecnsure

#SUCCESS

As parents, you can focus on a few key areas that can
positively impact your child’s opportunity for #success.
A few examples include:

#Attendance

n agenda for your child.
or the use of the agenda and notebooks.

Recommendations

o Grade 7-9 students should spend 45 to 90 minutes on daily
homework.

o Grade 10-12 students schould spend 1.5 to 3 hours

on daily homework

Warning sign
« If you do not see your child doing homework regularly

or your child says “I don't have homework” on a regular basis.
Strategies
« Contact the school or teacher and get informed about the situation
o A student should be reading and studying for the time recommended

each day.

#Homework and submission of assignments

from secondary
school students

#TIP

Money

Each school will charge a voluntary student activity fee which covers many student
activities planned throughout the year. Fees may also be charged for participation in
clubs and school teams to cover extraordinary costs. 7.
#tip: Keep extra change in your locker for unexpected purchases,
such as a snack from the cafeteria.

Be prepared o e
Obtain genera

e —

~ teams. Yo ppy you did.
« Know when and where teachers offer extra help
or ask them for help when needed.

Get Involved

Our school offers many different sports, clubs, and activities.
There’s something for everyone to enjoy, and getting involved is a
great way to make new friends.

#tip: Try things that benefit you by choosing activities that
match your strengths, Or challange yourself by trying
something completely new.



With thamks to Rainbow DSB for imspitation
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